AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HILL, GEORGIA,

TO REVISE AND UPDATE CHAPTER 6 OF THE RICHMOND HILL CODE
OF ORDINANCES RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, TO
AUTHORIZE SUNDAY SALES UNDER LIMITED CIRCUMSTANCES,
TO PROVIDE FOR PROPER IDENTIFICATION OF PURCHASERS, TO REVISE
HOURS OF OPERATION, TO REQUIRE THE KEEPING OF CERTAIN
RECORDS, TO PROVIDE FOR CLASSIFICATIONS OF LICENSES,

TO FORBID CERTAIN ACTS ON OR ABOUT LICENSED PREMISES,
TO PROVIDE FOR CERTAIN REPORTS AND RECORDS, TO PROVIDE
FOR AND REVISE LICENSE FEES, TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE,
TO REPEAL CONFLICTING PROVISIONS AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, that from
and after the effective date hereof, Chapter 6 of the Richmond Hill Code of Ordinances is hereby
amended as follows:

SECTION I

Section 6-1 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby
amended by deleting therefrom the words “spirituéus liquors by the drink™, and replacing the same
with the words “alcoholic beverages” so as to render the amended section to read as follows:
“Sec. 6-1. Sale to minors or incapacitated persons prohibited.

No person who holds a license to sell alcoholic beverages shall sell or give away, or permit
the sale or gift to, or the procuring for, any such alcoholic beverages to any minor, to any person
who is mentally incompetent, or to any person who is physically or mentally inqapacitated due to
the consumption of liquor.”

SECTION I1

Said Section 6-1 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is

hereby amended by adding thereto a subsection (a), to read as follows:

“(a) Government Identification Required. It shall be the duty of every licensee in the City



to insu;e that every person acting on behalf of said licensee who is engaged in selling, bartering,
trading, giving or otherwise furnishing any alcoholic beverage to any customer to require said
customer to furnish and display an identification card issued by a governmental agency to verify
his/her age.”

SECTION I

Section 6-2 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby
amended by repealing the current Section 6-2 in its entirety, and replacing the same with a new
Section 6-2 to read as follows:

“Sec. 6-2. Persons under twenty-one (21) years of age not permitted on certain premises.

(a) No person under the age of twenty-one (21) years shall be permitted to enter upon the
premises of or remain on the premises of any business establishment operating under a Clasé II On
Premises Alcoholic Beverage License, except that persons at least eighteen (18) years of age, who
are bona fide employees of the establishment and who hold valid Alcoholic Beverage Worke‘r’s
Cards, may be on such premises while they are on duty.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person under twenty-one (21) years of age to possess any
alcoholic beverage, except as provided in the Ordinance.

(¢) No licensee shall permit, allow or require any person in his employment or under his
control who is under the age of eighteen (18) years to dispense, sell, serve or take orders for any
alcoholic beverage, except that persons sixteen (16) years of age or older who are employed in
business establishments which operate only under licenses issued for off premises consumption,
except package shops, may sell or handle alcoholic beverages while on duty and during the course

of their employment.

(d) No package shop shall employee or permit any person under the age of twenty-one




(21) years to enter upon or remain in its premises.

(e) It shall be unlawful for any person under twenty-one (21) years of age to willfully
misrepresent his/her age to any other person for the purpose of inducing such other person to
dispense, sell, give or otherwise furnish to the person making such false representation, either

directly or indirectly, any alcoholic beverage of any kind or description.

(® It shall be unlawful for any person under twenty-one (21) years of age to consume any
alcoholic beverage.”
SECTION IV
Section 6-4 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby
amended by repealing the same in its entirety and marking said Section as “Reserved”.
'SECTION V
Section 6-7 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmbnd Hill, Georéia, is hereby
amended by deleting the words “spirituous liquors, wines, champagnes or malt beverages” and

replacing the same with the words “all alcoholic beverages sold by said licensee” so as to render

the amended section to read as follows:
“Sec. 6-7. Prices to be displayed.
All licensees hereunder shall display in prominent places on the premises their current
prices of all alcoholic beverages sold by said licensee by me drink.”
SECTION VI
Section 6-9 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby
amended by repealing the current Section 6-9 in its entirety, and replacing the same with a new

Section 6-9 to read as follows:

“Sec. 6-9. Sale of alcoholic beverages of any kind of certain days and/or during certain hours.



(a) Definitions.

1.

Alcoholic beverages means any liquid intended for human consumption
which contains ethyl or drinking alcohol in any amount or concentration,
and includes, but is not limited to, distilled spirits, wines, ciders and all malt

beverages containing any amount of alcohol.

(b) No license holder shall sell, give away or dispense any alcoholic beverage during the

following days and hours:

1.

On Thanksgiving Day for consumption on premises, from midnight of the
Wednesday immediately preceding Thanksgiving until 9:00 A.M. on the
following Friday. For consumption off premises, from midnight of the
Wednesday immediately preceding Thanksgiving until 7:00 A.M. on the
following Friday.

On Christmas Day for consumption on premises, from midnight of
Christmas Eve until 9:00 A.M. on the day after Christmas. For
consumption off premises, from midnight of Christmas Eve until 7:00 A.M.
on the day after Christmas.

Monday through Saturday for consumption on the premises, from 2:00
AM. until 9:00 A.M. each rhorning. For consumption off premises, from
2:00 A.M. until 7:00 A. M. each moming.

All Sunday sales of alcoholic beverages in the City are prohibited, except as
follows:

A. All establishments operating under licenses for consumption on

premises may sell and dispense alcoholic beverages from midnight



on the immediately preceding Saturday until 2:00 A.M. on Sunday
morning.

B. Any bona fide, full service restaurant holding both a license for
consumption on premises and a special endorsement for Sunday
Sales may sell and dispense alcoholic beverages on Sunday from
12:30 P.M. until 12:00, midnight.

(c) Any business licensed to sell alcoholic beverages within thev City will not only be
prohibited from the sale of the same during the prohibited times set out above, but will also be
prohibited of giving away or dispensing any type of alcoholic beverage in any manner during said
times.

(d) It shall be the duty of the owﬁer or management of all licensed premises to maintain a
copy of this Section on such premises at all times and instruct each and every employee on the
i)rovisions thereof.”

SECTION VII

Said Ordinance is further amended thereto a new Section, to be designated “Sec. 6-11" to
read as follows:

“Sec. 6-11. Sale from residence or home prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or dispense, for compensation, alcoholic
beverages to any other person from any private home or residence.”

SECTION VIII

Said Ordinance is further amended by adding thereto a new Section, to be designated “Sec.

6-12" to read as follows:

“Sec. 6-12. Record of keg sales.



Each retail licensee selling kegs containing malt beverages for consumption off premises
shall register all such kegs in compliance with O.C.G.A. § 3-5-5 (c), and shall make available to
the policé department such registration documents.”

SECTION IX
Section 6-21 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby

amended by repealing the current Section 6-21 in its entirety, and replacing the same with a new

Section 6-21 to read as follows:

“Sec. 6-21. License Required; Fee.

(a) Each and every business, individual, corporation, parfnership, association or other
entity desiring to engage in the sale or dispensing of alcoholic beverages in the City shall be
required to be licensed by the City and shall be required to pay all applicable license fees.

(b) The City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, shall issue the following classifications of
Alcoholic Beverages Licenses:

1. Package Shop Licenses for the sale of whiskey, spirits and liquor by the

package for consumption off premises only.

2. Sale of beer by the package for consumption off premises only.
3. Sale of wine by the package for consumption off premises only.
4. Sale of any alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises. These _

licenses shall be further sub-classified into three (3) categories as follows:
A. Class I - This class of consumption on premises license shall be held
only by restaurants featuring a full service menu, and having a full

kitchen and food preparation facilities.

B. Class II - This class of consumption on premises license shall be



held by taverns, nightclubs, bars and similar establishments whose
primary business is the sale of alcohol for consumption on premises
and who do not classify as “full service restaurants”.
Class III - This class of consumption on premises license shall be
held by businesses other than full service restaurants where the sale
of alcohol on the premises is coincidental to some other non-alcohol
business, such as bowling alleys, billiard parlors, golf courses, and
similar businesses.
Class IV - This class of consumption on premises license shall be
held only by caterers featuring a full service menu and having a full
kitchen and food preparation facilities.
The holder of any Class I License for consumption on premises, or
any Class IV Caterers License desiring the privilege to sell or
otherwise dispense any alcoholic beverage on Sunday may apply to
City Council for a special endorsement on his/her/its Class I or Class
IV License to permit the sale or dispensing of such alcoholic
beverages on Sundays between the hours of 12:30 P.M. on Sundays
and 12:00, midnight, if and only if such Class I or Class IV licensee
meets all of the following requirements:
L The licensee shall hold a current business license for a
restaurant or catering business.
II. Such restaurant or catering business, within the last year,

derived at least fifty (50%) percent of its total annual gross



I

sales from the sale of prepared meals or food in all of the
combined retail outlets of the individual establishment
where food is served or catered from, or in the case of a new
business, fully intends and expects to derive at least fifty
(50%) percent of its total annual gross sales from the sale of
prepared meals or food in all of the combined retail outlets of
the individual establishment where food is to be served or to
be catered from.

Such restaurant or catering business shall be a licensed bona
fide, pﬁblic restaurant or catering business which meets all
health department standards and actually and regularly
prepares and serves food on the premises or at catered
locations from a full, on premises, operating kitchen.
Additionally, in the case of a restaurant, such restaurant, in
order to qualify for a Sunday Sales Endorsement must meet
be equipped with a full kitchen facility that is staffed during
all hours of said restaurants operation, and must include, at
minimum, one (1) cooking stove and one (1) standard sized
oven (this requirement is not met by a microwave oven
and/or food rotisserie), one (1) standard sized refrigerator
and freezer and one (1) kitchen sink. Said restaurant must
further have adequate staff on duty at all times to both cook

and serve meals to the general public, have a dedicated



public dining room, offering substantial entrees and must
have the full staff and ability to serve such entrees at any
time said restaurant is open. Further, such restaurant or
catering business shall provide a full service menu, and shall
provide full food service to the public on any Sunday when
alcoholic beverages are sold and dispensed. Provided
further, that no restaurant may meet these food service
requirements with any food that is catered or otherwise not
fully prepared on the premises and served by said
restaurant’s own staff.

IV.  Any restaurant or catering business applying for such special
endorsement shall at least annually, affirm its meeting these
conditions by the filing of an affidavit with the City
Licensing Department. Such affidavit may be filed at any
time the above conditions are met by the establishment, but
must be filed at least annually, with its license application,
and City Council may, in its discretion, require monthly
filing from any restaurant or catering business applying for
or holding such special endorsement.

V. Any establishment not fully complying with this section is

hereby specifically prohibited from selling or dispensing any
alcoholic beverage on Sunday.

(c) The annual license fees for such licenses shall be as follows:



1. Package Shop License, consumption off premises only, $1,500.00.

2. Sale of beer by the package, consumption off prefnises only, $500.00.

3. Sale of wine by the package, consumption off premises only, $500.00.

4. Any beverage, consumption on premises only, Class I, $1,750.00.

5. Any beverage, consumption on premises only, Cllass 11, $1,750.00.

6. Any beverage, consumption on premises only, Class I1I, $1,750.00.

7. Any beverage, consumption on premises only, Class IV, $1,750.00

8. Special Endorsement for Sunday Sales, Class I & Class IV, consumption on
premises only, $250.00.

9. Special Endorsement for sales on adjacent and contiguous premises,
consumption on premises only, $250.00.

(d) All such licenses shall be issued and renewed on an annual basis only, and, in the
event of an application for less than a calendar year period, the license fee shall be prorated down to
the current month.

(e) Should any license be revoked for cause, surrendered, or should any establishment
holding a license for any other reason cease to do business, there shall be no proration or refund of
any license fee paid.

(f) Each license issued under this Section shall be issued for a specific location only and
may not be transferred to another location. A separate license and application is required for each

licensed premises, except that a caterers (Class IV) license holder may cater alcoholic beverages to

any lawful location in the City under that Class IV license.”

SECTION X



Section 6-23 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby
amended by deleting therefrom the following words “However, should the mayor and council so
desire, they may issue license for a part of any year, prorating the cost thereof for the time the
license is in use.”

SECTION XI

Section 6-24 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby

amended by deleting from thé first paragraph of the same the word “store” and replacing the same

with the word “licensed” so as to render the first paragraph of the amended section to read as

follows:
“Sec. 6-24. Standards for issuance.

With respect to the issuance of liceﬁses or the renewal of licenses, the mayor and council
may, in its discretion, issue or deny any license or renewal of an existing licensed location based on
the following standards, in addition to standards otherwise ordained herein:”.

The balance of Sec. 6-24 to remain unamended.
SECTION XII

Section 6-27 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby
amended by deleting the words “and any new license granted during a calendar year shall pay the
full license fee without proration.”

The balance of Sec. 6-27 to remain unamended.

SECTION XIII
Section 6-28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby
amended by repealing the same in its entirety and marking said Section as “Reserved”.

SECTION XIV



Section 6-31 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby -

amended by repealing the same in its entirety and replacing it with a new Section 6-31 to read as

follows:

“Sec. 6-31. Suspension; Revocation.

(@) No license or special endorsement issued hereunder shall be suspended or revoked
except for due cause as hereinafter defined and after a hearing before City Council with at least a
three (3) day written notice to the licensee of the time, place and purpose of the hearing, and a
statement of said alleged due cause. Said licensee shall be entitled to appear before Council at the
hearing both personally and by attorney, shall be entitled to cross-examine witnesses against
him/her/it, and shall be entitled to present witnesses in his/her/its own behalf, Due cause for the

suspension or revocation of a license shall consist of any of the following:

1. Violation of any State or Federal Law, except traffic violations.

2. Violation of any City or local Ordinance other than traffic violations.

3. Violation of any provision of this Alcoholic Beverage Code.

4, Any material, false statement, or material omission relating to any license

issued hereunder, including, but not limited to, any material, false statement

or material omission on any application.

(b) Atall hearings for suspension or revocation of any license issued under this Code,

Council shall consider the following criteria:
1. The alleged violation(s).
2. The past history of the licensee.

3. The materiality of any false statement or omission that may be involved.

4, The harm or potential harm of the alleged violation.



S. The number and nature of calls to the police department relating to the

licensee.
6. The harm or potential harm to the public.
7. The harm or potential harm to the licensee.
8. The number of past violations or warnings.
9. The number of past incidents occurring on the premises.

(¢) Following said hearing, and after consideration of the above criteria, Council may take
any of the following actions:
1. Suspend the license or special endorsement for any period of time, up to the
remainder of the license or special endorsement.
2. Revoke the license or special endorsement.
3. Issue a warning.
4, Table the matter.
(d) Any special endorsement shall be automatically suspended without the need for a

hearing upon the licensee’s failure to timely file any required affidavit.”

SECTION XV
Section 6-33 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is he;eby
amended by repealing the same in its entirety and marking said Section as “Reserved”.
SECTION XVI
Section 6-51 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby

amended by deleting therefrom the definition of the term “distilled spirits or spirituous liquors”,

and replacing the same with the following:



“Alcoholic beverages means any liquid intended for human consumption which contains
ethyl or drinking alcohol in any amount or concentration, and includes, but is not limited to,
distilled spirits, wines, ciders and all malt beverages containing any amount of alcohol.”

SECTION XVII

Section 6-51 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby
further amended by repealing the current definition of the term “premises” in its entirety and
substituting in lieu thereof a new definition of the same to read as follows:

“Premises means the definite, closed or partitioned in location of the licensed premises,
whether room, shop or building, where alcoholic beverages are sold by the drink. In addition, the
term “premises” may include, but only where specifically approved by Council, and so endorsed on
the license, any area that is directly adjacent and contiguous to the licensed premises, and which
meets all of the following requirements of Sectioﬁ 6-54 of this Code.”

The balance of Sec. 6-51 to remain unamended.
SECTION XVIII

Section 6-53 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby

amended by repealing the same in its entirety and marking said Section as “Reserved”.
SECTION XIX

Section 6-54 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is hereby
amended by adding thereto a new subsection to be designated subsection (a) to read aé follows:

“(@) If, and only if, approved by Council and so endorsed on the license, the licensee of a
consumption on premises license may serve alcoholic beverages outside the premises in any area

that is directly adjacent and contiguous to the licensed premises and which meets all of the

following requirements:



